
Mathematics in Ancient Greece

Let none ignorant of Geometry enter here

All is number

Plato’s academy

picture by Michelangelo



Maths in Ancient Greece



Thales - Θαλής

Thales was named (afterwards) "father of geometry”
He was born in Militos (a city in Minor Asia across the island of
Samos) at around 620 B.C.

He was one of the Seven “wise men” of the ancient times and
famous by the saying “Know yourself” and he formed the first
rules about mathematical objects



Thales - Θαλής



Thales - Θαλής

He was forever asking "Why?" and working out his answer from what he
saw, and standing ready to prove it.

He was a great observer
Being also a merchant he travelled a lot around the known world from Asia
Minor to Mesopotamia (Babylon), and from Magna Grecia to Egypt

HOW HIGH IS THE PYRAMID?

In the Land of the river Nile, Thales amazed and frightened his guides by
telling them, as if by magic, the exact height of the Great Pyramid

The story is worth reviewing in some detail.
Naturally, Thales' visit to Egypt was not complete without a sightseeing trip
to the desert at Giza, to see the three pyramids and the Sphinx half-buried
in the sand nearby. In 600 B.C. the pyramids were about 2000 years old



Thales - Θαλής

Thales stood for a time admiring the most gigantic of the tombs:
the Great Pyramid of Cheops,

Then he asked his celebrated question.

"How high is this pyramid?"



Thales - Θαλής

While the argument went on, Thales and his friend had been walking
around quietly, staying close to the pyramid's shadow, where it was cool.
"Never mind my question!" called Thales, as the guides approached.

"I know the answer. The Great Pyramid at Giza rises to a height of 276
paces!“

πήχης łokieć długość łokcia (46,2 or 52 cm)



Thales - Θαλής

Thales did not get the answer by magic. 
He simply measured two shadows on the sand, and then used an
abstract rule from his new kind of geometry
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Thales - Θαλής

The Pyramid of Cheops is in Giza in Latitude 300 N as we are, but
closer to equator than us

Astronomers have calculated that twice a year in that latitude when
the sun rays have 450 degrees angle the shadow of an object is the
same to the height of that object
Thales used a robe and he needed a measure unit (some say he
used himself as a unit others say he used a pace)

He found the height of the pyramid to be 85 Thales or 276,25 paces

Today we know that the real height is 280 paces or 147 meters

Another big accomplishment is that he predicted a solar eclipse



Pythagoras – Πσθαγόρας all is number

Pythagoras was born in Samos a Greek island near the shores of
today’s Turkey in 6th century b.C.

He is known as

“the man who was seeing numbers everywhere”

After almost 40 years he returns to Samos for a while and finally
emigrates to southern Italy (magna Grecia) where he founded his
“school” in Croton.

A famous secret society that contributed a great deal to the
development of geometry. We might call it the world's first
mathematics club



Pythagoras – Πσθαγόρας



Pythagoras - Πσθαγόρας

He was well educated; he was a fine musician, he played the lyre and
used music to help people who were ill; he learned poetry and was able
to recite famous and popular Greek writers like Homer.

Although he was a very important figure in the development of
mathematical ideas, we don't know much about Pythagoras' actual
mathematical achievements.

Pythagoras was the first to distinguish between odd and even numbers
and he came up with the idea of prime numbers and showed how they
were different from what we call composite numbers.



Pythagoras - Πσθαγόρας

Odd numbers, like  1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11

Even numbers, like  2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12

Triangular numbers, like 1, 3, 6, 10, 15

Square numbers, like 1, 4, 9, 16, 25

But ten was the very best number of all: it was the sum of the first four
integers one, two, three, and four [1 + 2 + 3 + 4 = 10].
If each of these were represented by a dot notation in a series, one
above the other, they formed a perfect triangle.

parzystych i nieparzystych



Pythagoras - Πσθαγόρας

Some of the things they believed about numbers seem odd to us now.
For example, numbers were thought to have their own special nature.
Pythagoreans thought numbers were male or female, ugly or beautiful,
or had a special meaning.

1 is the number of reason.

2 is the first even or female number, the number of opinion.

3 is the first true male number, the number of harmony.

4 is the number of justice or retribution.

5 means marriage.

6 is creation ...and so on.



Pythagoras also studied shapes and were particularly interested in
triangles.
One theorem (a statement of an idea) they worked on was:

The sum of the angles of a triangle is equal to two right angles .

This means that if you take any triangle, tear off the corners and fit
them together like a puzzle, you will make a straight line (that is the
same as two right-angles).



Pythagorean Theorem

The Pythagorean 
theorem says: 

In any right triangle, 

the sum of the squares 
of the two sides 

is equal 

to the square of the 
hypotenuse



Pythagoras - Πσθαγόρας

Pythagorean triples trójki pitagorejskie



The Dangerous Ratio

Imagine a simple square 
shape, each side 1 unit in 
length. 

How long is the square's 
diagonal?



The Dangerous Ratio

Square root of 2 is an 
irrational number



Pythagoras - Πσθαγόρας

Tired of finding no one who would listen to his learning, Pythagoras bought
himself an audience. He found an urchin, a poor and ragged little fellow, and
offered him a bribe. He would pay three oboli for every lesson the boy mastered.
To the urchin this was indeed a bargain. By sitting in the shade for a few hours, and
listening attentively to this wise man, he could make better wages than in a whole
day's work in the hot sun. Naturally, he concentrated hard while Pythagoras
introduced him to mathematical disciplines.
From the simple calculations of the rope-stretchers, to the methods of the
Phoenician navigators, to ahstract rules and reasoning, Pythagoras led his pupil on.
Soon the subjects became so interesting that the boy begged for more and more
lessons.
At this point, Pythagoras explained that he, too, was a poor man, and paying
someone to listen was getting to be very expensive. So they reached another
bargain. The boy had saved enough to pay Pythagoras for his future lessons. The
story doesn't prove that Pythagoras began to collect a following this way. But it
shows the fascination of the new game of string, straightedge, and shadows, and
forecasts his great role as its teacher



Euclid & Eratosthenes

A famous geometer wrote down the whole theoretical subject in
the best-selling mathematics text of all time,

and soon after, 
another geometer performed the most spectacular practical feat.
He used a shadow to measure not just a pyramid, but the whole
round earth!

These two events took place in the view Greek capital of the age-
old land of Egypt

Alexandria

Founded by Alexander the Great and named for him, Alexandria
had become the leading metropolis of the ancient world



Alexandria

Famous for it’s Light-house
(one of the seven wonders)

and it’s Library



Euclid – Εσκλείδης

This cosmopolitan city was the gathering place for the best scholars
and scientists of the age. Savants from many lands made their
discoveries in the "museum"- a graduate school that carried on
studies in literature, medicine, astronomy, and mathematics.

The accumulated learning of the past was stored in the great
annexed Library, with nearly a million books on scrolls.

One of the first scholars and most famous was 

Euclid!

His work Elements (13 books) are the most published worldwide
after Bible. Even today, in almost all countries, are taught in schools



Euclid – Εσκλείδης

These 13 books tell the story of mathematics



Euclid – Elements

Euclid’s elements in an old school book



Euclid – Elements

Euclid elements, Book I           23 definitions



Euclid – Elements



Eratosthenes - Εραηοζθένης

The first librarian of the famous Library of Alexandria was a Creek
named Eratosthenes.
A universal mind, he was a mathematician, a specialist in history,
an astronomer, a geographer, and a poet besides.

At around 250 B.C. he did something almost incredible in those
times.

Eratosthenes measured accurately the girth of the planet he lived
on!



Eratosthenes - Εραηοζθένης

Strange as it seems, he had a practical purpose in mind. As a great
geographer, he understood that the earth was round, and he was
mapping the known parts of it.
On his map of the world, Eratosthenes put all the data and distances
he could get. The project was typical of that era, when the
Mediterranean was becoming "one world" for the first time. It was
one world of scientists; astronomers, mathematicians, and
geographers in many lands were pooling their knowledge. And it
was one world of trade, of ships and sailors, who needed maps.

To make his map more accurate and useful, Eratosthenes wanted to
determine the width of a degree of latitude. But for that, he had to
know the circumference of the earth.
How was he to measure it?



The inspiration came to him 
one day as he was traveling 
up the Nile 

on a summer study trip to 
Syene (today Aswan)



Eratosthenes - Εραηοζθένης

He noticed with excitement that on the longest day of the year the
noonday sun shone straight down a well at Syene, a town about
5000 stadia up the river from Alexandria.

He could see the shape of the sun reflected on the surface of the
water at the bottom of the well. But from there northward to
Alexandria where he lived, the sun never got directly overhead;

So Syene was really on the Tropic of Cancer! To a geographer that
was most important, and he explored the region in order to draw the
Tropic on his map



Eratosthenes - Εραηοζθένης

But the sight of the sun in the well fired his imagination even more.
Just that single observation, plus his knowledge of geometry and his
own active brain, told him how to determine the distance around
the earth.
He did it by means of a shadow and some remarkably deductions.

Eratosthenes simply took the known distance between Syene and
Alexandria, due north and then measured a single angle at the right
place and the right time.
He made his historic measurement at Alexandria, at noontime on
the longest day of the year. At that moment, he knew, the sun was
shining straight down the well at Syene, 5000 stadia away, casting
no shadow. But at Alexandria, where he stood, an upright post was
casting a shadow



We can’t say exactly how good his estimate
was, because the ‘stade’ unit of length meant
different things to different people.

Whichever stade was used, Eratosthenes
overestimated the size of Earth. Depending
on which stade he used, we can say that his
estimate was, at best, within 1% and, at
worst, within about 30% of the value we use
now.
(Our current value for Earth’s polar
circumference is 40,075.16 km or 24,901.55
miles)
Whichever way you look at it,

this was an enormous advance
in an era when most people in the world had
no idea that our planet is approximately
spherical.



Map of Eratosthenes



Prime numbers Eratosthenes’ Sieve



A simple formula

Proving that 1+2+3+...+n is n(n+1)/2

The sum of the first 10 numbers is:
1+2+3+4+5+6+7+8+9+10= 
10(10+1)/2=
110/2=55



π (pi)



θ (phi)



θ (phi)



Fibonacci Sequence



The Parrot's Theorem

The Parrot's Theorem

is a French novel written by Denis Guedj and published in 1998. 



The Parrot's Theorem

Plot summary
The plot revolves around a household in Paris:
Mr Ruche, an elderly wheelchair-using bookseller; his employee and
housemate Perrette; and Perrette's three children - teenage twins and young
Max who is deaf. Max liberates a talking parrot at the market and Mr Ruche
receives a consignment of mathematical books from an old friend, who has
lived in Brazil for decades without any contact between the two.
The household sets up its own exploration of mathematics in order to crack
the code of the last messages from Mr Ruche's old friend, now apparently
murdered.
Mathematical topics covered in the book include primes and factors; irrational
and amicable numbers; the discoveries of Pythagoras, Archimedes and Euclid;
and the problems of squaring the circle and doubling the cube.

The mathematics is real mathematics, woven into an historical sequence as a
series of intriguing problems, bringing their own stories with them.



Magic Maths





Magic Maths



A very clever answer!!




